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At Ararat OSHC we believe in creating a welcoming environment where children and families feel they 
belong; we work with families to learn more about their child and their needs.

We aim to create culturally safe spaces, offering diversity in resources such as dolls, imaginative play, and 
books that show different families and those written by First Nation Authors.

We offer a leisure-based learning space, with a flexible environment allowing indoor and outdoor 
experiences.

We believe that children learn through play, but we also believe in challenging their thinking, so that they 
learn to respect differing points of view.

At Ararat OSHC we value the voice of the children, and they are largely in charge of what they learn; they 
inform our program by discussing with educators their activity ideas for the following week. We also gather 
information on this through observation of their spontaneous play.

The Y has a large focus on Safeguarding children and young people, so not only do we extend our own 
knowledge through regular professional development, but we involve children in regular Safeguarding 
activities to inform and empower them.

The school has values of compassion, courage, respect, responsibility, resilience and fairness, which we 
find work well with the Y values of Honesty, Caring, Respect and Responsibility.

The Y vision is 'A better world with and for young people.' We aim to live by this by being:

• Eco-friendly - We make our own paper, and we reuse any plastic and cardboard in our
crafting activities. We feed food scraps to the school’s chickens as well as to chickens of families.

• Inclusive - Modelling our values when it comes to families of different cultures or abilities. Our
Educators are eager to extend their knowledge in this space, especially of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander cultures.

• Community minded - We have a partnership with the local Company Gason, who provide us with
scrap wood and material for activities. During Vacation Care we aim to support the local area by
visiting the museum, parks and J Ward; this helps children learn more about their hometown and
history.

• Health focused - We are working in partnership with the Vic Kids Eat Well initiative to offer children a
balanced and nutritious menu.

ARARAT OSHC Y BALLARAT
p. 0400 886 524 e. ararat.oshc@yballarat.org.au
w. yballarat.org.au

  
Sc

an
 Q

R
 c

o
d

e
to

 r
ea

d  o

u r  Sa fe g u a r d i n g  C o m m i t ment  o r  v i s i t  yb
al l ar a

t.o
rg

.au




